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District 72 has begun to develop a new four-year Strategic Plan. In December, all stakeholders 

spent a day together sharing experiences and ideas to help formulate this new plan.

Board President, Mary Anne Brown, who worked on the last strategic plan five years ago, said,  

“As a public school district, part of our role is to ensure that we reflect community priorities, while 

also meeting state and federal statutory requirements and adhering to excellent educational practices.”  

   The Board has emphasized community involvement 

in its discussions with the Superintendent.  

The Board also identified areas for 

consideration, such as social-emotional 

learning, student achievement across 

different groups, and diversity and 

inclusion.

The District placed a call for 

volunteers willing to serve 

on a planning committee. 

Emails went out in October to 

parents and other community 

members asking them to apply. Teachers, support staff members, administrators,  

and Board members were included along with parents and students, and members 

of the community at large. About 50 people served and took part in a full-day 

focus group session on December 1, 2018.

At the December 1 meeting, committee members discussed their ideas 

and reviewed the results of an online survey that was sent to the entire 

Fairview community, including faculty and staff members, all middle 

school students and parents.

District 72 hired Jeffery Cohn of Brave Dialogue to serve 

as a facilitator during the Strategic Planning Process.  

An organizational consultant, he has helped Niles  

District 71, Skokie District 68 and NTDSE with their 

recent strategic plans.

The final plan will be submitted to the school 

board for a vote of approvel in April of 2019.
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PARENT MENTORS THRIVE AT FAIRVIEW
DATES TO 

REMEMBER

Dear District 72 Community Member,

 
The Skokie Parent Mentor program is 
in the midst of another successful year 
at Fairview. Four Fairview parents 
participated in this year’s program, 
joining over 200 other parents who 
have served as parent mentors in Skokie 
schools since the program launched  
in 2013.

The Parent Mentor program brings 
parent volunteers from different 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds into 
the classroom. The parents tend to be 
English language learners themselves, 
and in many cases have children 
receiving EL support at school. Each 
mentor is assigned to a classroom (not 
their own child’s) where they assist the 
teacher and work with students.

“There are many success stories of 
parent mentors returning to work in their 
child’s school in the cafeteria, as bus 
monitors, recess supervisors, teacher’s 
aides, and in some cases as 
substitute teachers,” said 
Diana Juarez, Director 
of the Skokie  
EL Parent Center. 
“Some parents go 
on to take classes  

 

at the Parent Center 
with the goal of improving 

language skills, becoming a 
citizen, finding a job, and being more 

involved in the school community and 
community at large.”

The program places parents mainly 
in primary grade classrooms, where 
they work directly with students and 
teachers. In some instances, parents 
may read with an individual child, play 
a math game with a small group, help 
with art projects or other activities 
within the classroom. The primary 
goal of the program is for parents  
to learn about the U.S. school  
system firsthand, while building bridges 

between the school and 
individual families. For 

the students, it is 
validating to see 
their parent as an 
important person 
in the school. 

I am very happy to share with you that  
District 72 continues to soar to new heights! 
Over the past several months, our students have 
had tremendous accomplishments both inside the 
classroom and after school. This year, Fairview’s 
Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team won the conference 
championship! Additionally, the Fairview Robotics 
team came in 2nd place overall at the Little 9 
Robotics Tournament. This tournament brings 
teams from each of the nine Niles Township 
elementary schools together to compete. Student 
writers in Publishing Club have been recognized by 
having their work published in the spring edition 
of Creative Communications. These are just a few 
of the many accomplishments of our Fairview  
students this year. This recognition represents the 
hard work on the part of many, and I would like to 
thank those responsible for our students’ successes!
 
•    Fairview District 72 Board of Education -These 

volunteers provide vision and leadership for 
student achievement, academic programs, 
District funding, and school facilities. These 
dedicated individuals deserve recognition and 
thanks for their unfailing commitment to the 
continuing success of our students now and in  
the future.

•    Fairview Faculty and Staff  - From the class- 
room teachers, to the cafeteria staff, to the  
principals, Fairview’s team is united in common 
goals reflected in the District’s Mission 
Statement.

 
•    Fairview Parents  -You support our school in 

so many ways, whether by volunteering in a 
classroom, being a member of the PTA or by 
choosing to live within our School District, 
without you, our work would be impossible. 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment 
to Fairview and for entrusting us with your  
children!

•    Fairview Students  -You are the heart of our  
school -  keep working hard and being great  
students. You are our future leaders and we  
couldn’t be more proud of your accomplish-
ments! I hope that each of you celebrates our 
District’s successes in some way or another over 
the coming months. 

 
Here at Fairview, we will continue to work hard 
on the behalf of your children to meet the high 
expectations we have established and to provide 
each student an excellent school experience!

Sincerely, 
Cindy Whittaker, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

“ Create a strong foundation for academic excellence and personal 
growth by setting high expectations, teaching to the needs of learners,  
and embracing the richness of our cultural diversity”

                 ~District 72 Mission Statement 

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

February 14
Parent - Teacher 

Conferences 

February 15 
No School

 

February 18 
No School

February 19 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7 pm

March 1 
Institute Day –

No School

March 19 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7 pm

March 25 - 29 
Spring Break –

No School

April 23 
Regular School Board  

Meeting – 7 pm

For more  
information  
please visit  
our website 

www.fairview.k12.il.us 

Follow us  
on Twitter

@FairviewSD72
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Calling All 

Kindergarten Students 
Kindergarten registration 

is now open to all children 

turning five years old before 

September 1, 2019.  

Contact the Fairview School 

office at 847-929-1048, or  

visit the District 72 website  

for more information.  

Parents and guardians are 

encouraged to register as 

soon as possible, as an early 

determination of enrollment 

figures is critical in planning  

for the upcoming school year.

On February 20 and 26  

from 9:00am until 2:00pm, 

parents may come to the main 

school office to begin the 

registration process.

Fairview School 
Belief Statement #2
Our multicultural 
district is a valued 
asset that enriches  
the entire school 
community

DID YOU KNOW??
Fairview staff members speak the following languages:
      Arabic, Assyrian, Bosnian, Croatian, Farsi, French, Greek, Hindi, 

Indonesian, Italian, Polish, Punjabi, Spanish and Ukrainian in  
addition to English!

If you speak a language that isn’t represented above and are willing  
to help out, please contact Carly Gross at cgross@fairview.k12.il.us
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